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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 -17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 21-December-2005 has been entered. 

2. The amendment filed on 21-December-2005 has been received and entered. Claims 6-8 
have been cancelled. Claims 1-5, and 9-21 are now pending. 

Claim Objections 

3 . Claims 14-19 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Applicant's language of "causing" or "causes" a computer to do something -in claim 14- 
is not prohibiting and does not cause any functionality to occur in the computer and thus failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim their invention (it's unclear what Applicant's 
intended metes and bounds of the claim are, since the claim appears to cover anything and 
everything that does not prohibit actions from occurring). See MPEP 2106 [R-2]. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-5, and 9-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1, 9, and 14, recite the limitation "selecting. . . paired" which is vague and 
confusing. It is unclear to the Examiner if selection is being made of "paired" information (in 
which case lacks antecedent basis) or if the selecting step takes place first . . . then the pairing 
step leading largest match? 

6. Claim 1, recites the limitation "an audience" in line 22. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. "An audience" was previously introduced in the claim in 
line 10, any further mention of "audience" should have "the or said" hence referring back to the 
original recitation. 

Claims 9, and 14 carry similar deficiency. 

Claims 3, 4, 1 1, 12, 16, and 17 recites the limitation "the area" in line 3. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1, recites the limitation "the number of matched items" in line 25. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The previous recitation of 
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"comparing" is made in reference to "an item" not a plurality of items. There was no previous 
recitation of cumulative "number of matches" either. 
Claims 9, and 14 carry similar deficiency. 

Claim 19, recites the limitation "the number of matches for each of the sets " in line 3. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. There was no previous 
recitation of "sets matched" or "number of matches". 

Claims 20, and 21 carry similar deficiency. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-4, 9-12, and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Srinivasan et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,357,042 B2). 

As to claims 1, 9, and 14, Srinivasan et al. discloses an information distributing system, 
comprising: 

an information distributor side device (See column 31, lines 1-9); and 
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a plurality of audience side terminal units (See column 3 1, lines 6-9, wherein "plurality" 
reads on "users"); 

wherein said information distributor side device (See column 31, lines 1-9) comprises: 

a database for storing a plurality of sets of provided information and seller side 
information (See column 31, lines 54-57, wherein "plurality of sets" reads on "user 
preferences"), said seller side information representing a first set of attributes of an audience to 
which an information provider wants to distribute said provided information (See column 32, 
lines 1-11, teaches examples of audience/subscriber side attributes); 

a broadcasting means for broadcasting said plurality of sets to said plurality of audience 
side terminal units (See column 31, lines 6-9), and 

wherein each of said plurality of audience side terminal units comprises: 

receiving means for receiving said plurality of sets broadcast from said information 
distributor side device (See column 32, lines 53-54); 

comparing means for comparing a corresponding item of said seller side information of 
each set with each item of buyer side information that represents only sets of attributes that are 
the same as said first set of attributes of an audience who has the audience side terminal unit and 
that is provided at the buyer side (See column 33, lines 24-27, teaches "best match", also see 
column 34, lines 58-67, teaches "only targeted ad"); and 

selecting means for selecting the provided information paired with the seller side 
information for which the number of matched items with said buyer side information is the 
largest (See column 34, lines 5-23); 

a broadcasting means for broadcasting said plurality of sets to said plurality of audience 
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side terminal units (See column 2, lines 52-61, wherein "plurality of sets" reads on "profiles", 
also see column 34, lines 4-18). 

As to claims 2, 10, and 15, Srinivasan et al discloses wherein the provided information is 
an advertisement (See column 34, lines 37-44). 

As to claims 3, 1 1, and 16, Srinivasan et al. discloses wherein said seller side information 
contains as items at least one of the area, zip code, telephone area code, sex, age range, 
occupation, and hobby of an audience to which the information provider wants to provide said 
provided information (See column 32, lines 1-11, teaches examples of attributes stored in a user 
profile and collected by both seller and buyer). 

As to claims 4, 12, and 17, Srinivasan et al. discloses wherein said buyer side information 
contains as items at least one of the area, zip code, telephone area code, sex, age range, 
occupation, and hobby of an audience who receives said provided information (See column 32, 
lines 1-11, teaches examples of attributes stored in a user profile and collected by both seller and 
buyer). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 
9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 5, 13, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Srinivasan et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,357,042 B2) in view of Leekeetal (U.S. Patent No. 
6,587,127). 

As to claims 5, 13, and 18, Srinivasan et al. does not teach wherein said buyer side 
information is stored in a memory card that is replaceably attached to said audience side terminal 
unit. 

Leeke et al. teaches wherein said buyer side information is stored in a memory card that 
is replaceably attached to said audience side terminal unit (See Leeke et al. column 14, lines 15- 
30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have modified Srinivasan et al. by the teaching of Kurihara to include wherein said 
buyer side information is stored in a memory card that is replaceably attached to said audience 
side terminal unit because it provides portability and mobility across different user devices (See 
Leeke et al. column 10, lines 11-14). 

11. Claims 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Srinivasan 
eLaL(U.S. Patent No. 6,357,042 B2) in view of Kurihara (U.S. Patent No. 5,815,666). 



As to claims 19-21, Srinivasan et al. does not teach wherein said comparing and selecting 
means comprise means for providing a numerical value of the number of matches for each of the 
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sets of provided information and seller side information and for comparing the numerical values 
for each of the sets when selecting the largest number of matches. 

Kurihara teaches wherein said comparing and selecting means comprise means for 
providing a numerical value of the number of matches for each of the sets of provided 
information and seller side information and for comparing the numerical values for each of the 
sets when selecting the largest number of matches (See Kurihara column 6, lines 8-67, also see 
Kurihara column 7, lines 3-38). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have modified Srinivasan et al. by the teaching of Kurihara to include wherein said 
comparing and selecting means comprise means for providing a numerical value of the number 
of matches for each of the sets of provided information and seller side information and for 
comparing the numerical values for each of the sets when selecting the largest number of 
matches because it provides for efficient database records matching and ranking. 

Response to Arguments 

12. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5, and 9-21 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Park et al. (WO 97/17774) teaches selective advertisement presentation. 
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14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neveen Abel-Jalil whose telephone number is 571-272-4074. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




